
 

Weekly Newsletter 25th November 2022 

Headteacher's Bulletin 

Today I have had the pleasure of getting together with our school council members for our first meeting 

of the school year. We spoke about the role of the school council and agreed our “terms of reference” of 

what it means to be part of the school council and what we aim to do this year. The children were really 

engaged and showed that they take their roles rather seriously! I know it will be a great support to me in 

leading the school and an opportunity for the children to feel they have a say on the aspects of school 

life that matter to them. Our first action is to prepare a whole-school assembly in the new year to 

present themselves to their peers and explain their roles. The school council and I aim to meet at least 
each half term and we will write-up our minutes and share them with the community.  

Earlier this week Beech class took part in their bikeability. It was a rather wet experience for them with 

regular late-autumn showers and general gloomy clouds. Wednesday morning was particularly wet with 

an early morning heavy downpour of biblical equation. Despite this, the bikeability teachers made a 

specific point to tell Mr Brown and I how committed, polite and focused our children were and that, 

despite the weather, they have had one of the most enjoyable  school sessions. Well done Beech class 

for continuing the S.P.A.R.K.L.E. despite the elements. I’d also like to say “thank you” to Thomas’s mum 

(Charlotte Fletcher) who noticed our poor sodden children on Wednesday and brought in some hot 
chocolate for the children on their return. This was very well received!       



Last week I forgot to share some fantastic school sporting success! On Wednesday 16th November 

around 40 children from across Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 competed in a county-wide school cross-country 

competition. Seventeen schools took part and I am so proud to say that our children did very well 

indeed. In the year 4 boys race, our school took places 2nd, 3rd and 4th and we also placed 3rd in the 

year 4 girls race. Year 3 and 4 won their overall year groups and we just missed out by one place in the 

Year 5 and 6 races. All children beat their personal best! For a relatively small village school, these 
results are remarkable. Well done to all, and a special thanks to Mrs K Williams for leading.  

Have a lovely weekend 

James Hayward 

 



Diary Dates 

 

December 

• Thursday 1st  Flu Immunisation catch up session 

• Friday 2nd   Christmas Shopping Morning DONATIONS DEADLINE 

• Thursday 8th  Christmas Shopping Morning 

• Friday 9th Santa Dash - Festive clothes 

• Friday 9th Christmas Fair  - after school  

• Monday 12th Nativity Dress Rehearsal - 9:30am 

• Tuesday 13th Cherry Tree and Apple Tree Nativity Play  - 2:00pm 

• Wednesday 14th Cherry Tree and Apple Tree Nativity Play  – 5pm. 

• Thursday 15th  Christmas Jumper Day  and Christmas Lunch 

• Monday 19th Christmas Party - party clothes PM 

• Tuesday 20th Christmas Movie Afternoon and Pyjama day 

• Wednesday 21st Carol Concert All Saints Church 

• Wednesday 21st Last day of term 



Important Notices 

 

Christmas Lunch 

If you haven't already completed our google form please can you follow the link below by Thursday 8th 
December to advise us of your child's menu choice for our Christmas Lunch on Thursday 15th December. 

Christmas Lunch Form 

 

Flu Immunisation Catch Up  

If your child missed the flu immunisation nasal spray at school there is an opportunity for them to have 
it at school on 1t December. Please follow the link below to give consent.  

Flu Consent 

 

Netball Club - Cancelled 

Please be aware there will be no further netball club training sessions this term, either before school on 

Mondays or at lunchtime Wednesdays. We will advise you in the new term when the club can restart 
again. 

https://forms.gle/xnpTMcUtbj5cR4c89
https://eastanglia.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2022/cambridgeshire


PTFA 

 

Hopefully everyone saw the Christmas flier sent out this week sharing details of the events taking place 

over Christmas. We will also be holding a Christmas raffle and tickets should be coming home this week 

for children in KS2 and next week for KS1.  

Please do volunteer to help at the Christmas Fair if you’re able to. There is a sign-up sheet available 
here: Christmas fair Please review the available slots and click on the button to sign up.  

Alternatively, let us know if you can help via the class Whatsapp groups or the email address below.  

Get in touch: ptfahaslingfield@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 - Saturday 26th November: PTFA quiz night 

- Friday 2nd December: Christmas Shopping morning gift donations and toy/ book collection 

- Friday 2nd December: Christmas jumper swap/ buy 

- Thursday 8th December: Christmas Shopping morning 

- Friday 9th December (3.20-6pm): Christmas Fair 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EACAB29A6FEC07-christmas
mailto:ptfahaslingfield@gmail.com


 

House Points 

 



 

News from the classroom 

 

Cherry Tree Class: Miss Busby 

We have had yet another busy week in Cherry Tree with some fantastic learning taking place. In English, 

we read the story ‘The Scarecrow’s Wedding’ which linked with our theme of Weddings this week. We 

discussed what a wedding is, children shared whether they had been to a wedding and we made a list of 

very important items needed for a wedding such as rings, confetti, cake, invitations etc. Children wrote 

their own list of items which were absolutely phenomenal. Their growing enjoyment for writing is 

fantastic to see. We also found all the rhyming words in the book and made our own rhyming dictionary. 



The children had some super ideas when creating a new page for the story, in which a different group of  
animals contributed something to the Scarecrow’s wedding.  

The children were very excited to see a large suitcase in the classroom – many thought we were going 

on holiday! However, the suitcase contained lots of special items from Mrs Chadwick ’s wedding 

including a lucky horse shoe, her son’s suits, the table favours and a beautiful photo album full of 

wonderful photos of her special day. The children were mesmerised with exploring and discussing all the 

special memorabilia and we thanked Mrs Chadwick for sharing some very personal items with us. To end 

the week, we had our very own Cherry Tree wedding whereby two children pretended to be a bride and 

groom. There were bridesmaids, ushers and guests. The bride and groom said ‘I do’ and put their rings 

on each other. We then all had a fun party to celebrate afterwards, there was a first dance and wedding 
arch to wish the happy couple off on their honeymoon.  

In Science, children were tasked to identify as many animals they could see from the book ’s illustrations. 

We then explored animal families playing a matching game and discussed comparisons between the 

different types of animals. Some of the children’s ideas were fantastic such as bees fly and spiders crawl, 

chickens lay eggs and rabbits don’t, cheetahs and tigers are both very quick at running. Children then 
drew their favourite animal/s.  

To begin the week in Maths, children were taught to make comparisons between heavy and light objects. 

They held items to estimate which one was heavier or lighter and then tested this by using some 

balancing scales. Children were confident with identifying the heavier objects as the scale which was 

lowest down and the lighter objects as the scale which was highest up. It was key that children 

understood that larger objects may not always be heavier which is a common misconception. We then 

moved on to comparing capacity by looking at the concepts full, nearly full, half full, nearly empty and 

empty. We looked at jugs containing these different amounts using water, rice and pasta. We explored 

different sized and shaped containers to reinforce these concepts and aid learning by understanding 

containers which have the most space inside will be able to hold the most amount of liquid. We referred 

back to our class book, whereby Harry the Scarecrow thought that he needed 'a jug or a vase or a cup or 

a tin' to carry the water. Children thought of other items that could be used to carry water, some great 

examples were a bucket, a bowl and a water bottle. They then estimated how much l iquid each of these 

objects could hold and which one would be best for Harry to use (the bucket was the most popular as 
they identified it as the largest).  

Next week 

Topic focus: In a continuation of our learning on celebrations, we will be looking at carnivals. We will 

also have a look at sporting celebrations via provision connected to the FIFA World Cup. On Thursday we 
will be learning about Christingle. 

In Phonics: children have learnt all the new sounds for this term. They will now be taught to blend 

words with s /s/ added at the end (hats sits) and words ending s /z/ (his) and with s /z/ added at the end 

(bags). 

In Maths: we will be focusing on representing the numbers 6, 7 and 8 and finding and making pairs.   



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Apple Tree Class: Miss Peck 
Another super busy week in Apple tree with some awesome learning taking place.  

In English, the children have continued their learning around the poem ‘Firework night.’ Throughout the 

week the children built up the most wonderful vocabulary to use in their final poems. The children 

thought of words to describe what they could see, the sounds and shapes that fireworks make and how 

they feel when they watch fireworks. The choice of vocabulary that the children used was absolutely 

outstanding and we were truly blown away! Towards the end of the week, the children used all of their 

ideas to write their own poem in the style of the poem that we have been learning about. They followed 

the pattern of the poem and ensured that they included the repeated refrain.  

In maths, the children in year one used part whole models to help them with their subtraction skills, 

they also learnt how to subtract by crossing out and finding out how many are left. In addition to this, 

the children learnt about fact families- the eight facts e.g. 2+4=6, 4+2=6, 6=2+4, 6=4+2, 6-2=4, 6-4=2, 

2=6-4 and 4=6-2. The children in year two have been adding and subtracting two 2-digit numbers. They 

have used a range of different strategies to help them with this including place value grids which they 

learnt about in our previous unit. In addition to this, the children have been completing a number of 

problem-solving questions. It has been wonderful to see the children’s confidence in their reasoning 

skills grow!  

In art this week, the children consolidated all of the skills that they have been learning this term into 

three different compositions about the Great fire of London. It was a very busy and rather messy lesson! 

All of the children worked so hard to produce some amazing artwork using oil pastel, paint, chalk and 

collage. Apple tree class is full of budding artists and we are very proud of each and every one of them 
and the perseverance and determination that they have shown towards their artwork!  

In music, the children recapped their learning from this term. The children are now confident with the 

song ‘London’s burning’ so have now moved on to using different instruments. The children thought 

about the sound that fire makes and listened to examples of this on the interactive whiteboard. The 

children then created their own sound scape using different instruments and materials. They worked 
incredibly hard with this and sounded very impressive!  

The children’s confidence when reading their script is growing day by day. We have had several 

opportunities to read through our play and read the lines aloud whilst also singing the songs too. The 



children are reading with such expression and enthusiasm already. The stage is now up and the children 

are very excited about starting to practise in the hall. Just two more weeks until we will be able to share 

all of their hard work with you. 😊 

Next Week 

In English:  the children will be preparing and planning for their very own stories.  

In Maths:   the year one children will be subtracting with a number line and to add and subtract 1 or 2. 

The children will then move onto some problem solving activities linked to addition and subtraction. The 

children in year two will be completing mixed addition and subtraction calculations, comparing number 

problems and solving missing number problems.  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Hawthorn Class: Miss Kimberley 

In English this week, we have begun our English unit on Newspaper Reports. We had fun looking at 

some World Cup front pages from a selection of newspapers.  We have looked at Headlines and how 

these are used to catch the reader’s attention by being big, bold and using a range of grammar devices 
such as alliteration and word play.  The children had a go at writing their own Headlines.  

In Maths the Year 3s have been adding 1s, crossing the tens barrier using exchanging. They have used a 

number line to count on and their knowledge of number bonds to flexibly partition their number to 

complete their calculation in 2 jumps.   

The Year 4s started the week adding and subtracting 2, 4 digit numbers, without exchanges, then moved 

on to adding 2, 4 digit numbers with 1 exchange then 2 exchanges using column addition.    

With Mrs Siddall, the children continued recognising, and using our previously learnt Maths language, 

describing shapes. We moved from 2D to 3D shapes including answering some reasoning and problem 
solving questions. 

Next Friday children will be continuing with their shape investigations by making models of 3D shapes.  

In Science the children have nearly finished Animals including Humans topic after we looked at food 

chains this week. We will conclude by researching and answering any questions that have arisen over 
the term. 

Next week, the children will begin the unit on Electricity.  

With the help of our volunteers, children in Hawthorn have had fun and started to recreate their 

Beowulf scenes, from props they finished this week, in the form of stop motion animation. We have had 

some very professional looking films so far. 

Coding, using scratch, captured Hawthorn’s imagination in computing this week. The children have 

quickly learnt how to log on and find their way around the programme to change sprites, backgrounds 
and make their characters come to life! 

Congratulations to Ben and Joshua who were elected by their peers as Eco representatives for Hawthorn. 

Thank you to all the children who campaigned and gave speeches. 



Mrs Siddall and I have been hugely impressed with the range and creativity the children have shown in 

their homework projects. There is no specific day to hand homework in. After the initial deluge, I am 

trying to mark and return any homework as soon as it comes in.  

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Miss Kimberley and Mrs Siddall. 

Next Week 

In English: We will continue to study the features of Newspaper reports and begin to think about how 
we might write a sensational Newspaper report on Beowulf’s next challenge.  

In Maths:  The Year 3s will be adding tens across the hundreds barrier and subtracting 1s across the tens 

barrier. The Year 4s will subtracting 2, 4 digit numbers firstly with no exchanges then with one exchange, 

and then more than 1 exchange.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Oak Class: Mrs Noble and Mrs Williams 

Wow!!! The children have worked so hard this week on our class assembly. We have practised hard! 

Thank you so much for contributing so many outfits and props in such a short amount of time and 

supporting others with costumes. We really do appreciate your help. 

We hope that those of you who could join us have enjoyed it as much as we have enjoyed practising and 

performing it. It's always lovely when the class works together to create something as part of a team 

that’s different to our normal day to day schoolwork and we are really proud of the effort and 

perseverance they have shown.  They have been absolute superstars! 

We also managed to squeeze in some maths lessons where we carried out some addition and 

subtraction investigations.  In groups, we explored different ways of using dice. We had to follow certain 
rules in some cases and reason about what numbers we could use in order to achieve our challenges.  

In English we have begun new unit of work looking at historical narratives.  We discussed what an 

historical narrative is, drawing on our knowledge from Diver’s Daughter.  We have started to develop a 

main character and setting for a historical narrative, looking at how we can use more complex expanded 
noun phrases and subordinate clauses in order to provide more information and interest to the reader.  

We are also continuing to develop our netball and football skills in PE lessons. 



Thank you so much for all of your cakes and treats for bun day, they really are much appreciated.  

Next Week 

In English:  we will be starting to look at plots in narratives 

In Maths:  Year 4 - we will be learning and working with the 3 and 6 times tables. Year 5 – we will be 
learning about multiples and factors 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Beech Class: Mr Brown 

This week in Beech Class the children had a fantastic experience of taking part in Bikeability. This was 

such a lovely opportunity for the children to learn a life skill, build confidence in their cycling abilities, 

understand new ways to keep safe and enjoy learning outdoors keeping healthy. Despite some 

particularly difficult weather conditions including numerous cold days and a heavy downpour, the 

instructors were very complimentary on how brilliant the children were in listening attentively, 



remaining focussed on instructions and remaining resilient throughout every challenge they faced, 

therefore making me a very proud teacher. We will look forward to sharing plenty of certificates and 

badges in Monday’s celebration assembly! 

Back in the classroom it has also been a really positive experience where I have been able to spend time 

with the children in smaller groups and help support them with their Maths and English skills. In Maths 

we have focussed on addition and subtraction of fractions which has allowed us to practise many other 

previously learnt skills from our fraction topic. The children have had to create equivalent fraction 

conversions, finding the common denominator before completing their addition and subtractions. The 

class also had to use simplifying skills and conversions between improper fractions and mixed numbers 

too. In English the children focussed heavily on our editing skills and built upon what they had learnt 

from their previous learning on speech punctuation, with a large focus on paragraphing accurately. We 

also worked on a creative free writing task called slow writing which allowed the children to really home 

in on their key grammar features in their writing but still allowing them to adapt their writing to the ir 
own choices.  

In topic the class learnt about lots of technological advancements that took place during World War One. 

The class were introduced to how new discoveries were adapted as countries focussed on to getting the 

upper hand in war time. The children learnt about how new weaponry, transportation and inventions 

were used and then they used the internet for further research. From this, they then created a fact file 
choosing to present their findings as they wish.  

Reminders: 

Miss Hibbert would like the children to bring in their musical instruments for Monday’s music lesson. 

Have a lovely restful weekend everyone, 

Mr Brown 

Next Week 

In English: we will continue to construct sentences in preparation for a diary entry.  

In Maths:  we will look at multistep problems related to fractions and then move onto multiplying and 
dividing fractions.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Letters home this week 

 

Emails 

• Netball Club Cancelled 

• Christmas Lunch Form to complete 

• Christmas Events Letter and Christmas Party Food sign up 



Contact Us 

 

Please direct all enquiries to the School Office at the email address below.  

We will get back to you as soon as we can and ask for 3 days to action and reply.  

 

Haslingfield Endowed Primary School 

High Street 

Haslingfield 

Cambridge CB23 1JW 

01223 870457 

office@haslingfield.cambs.sch.uk 

 

Visit us on the web at Haslingfield School 

Visit us on YouTube at Haslingfield Endowed Primary School - YouTube 

https://www.haslingfield.cambs.sch.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd7UK0AOswRSHGuh-4Ln2iw


Follow us on Twitter @HaslingfieldEPS 


