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Physical Education  
On Thursday afternoons and Friday mornings, the 

children will be participating in striking and fielding 

games, athletics activities in preparation for sports day 

and swimming. More information with regards to 

swimming will be relayed to you at a later date.   

English 
This term we will be reading as many books as we can that are set 

in rainforests in order to broaden our knowledge and make cross 

curricular links. We will continue to read closely and discuss 

implicit and explicit messages and reason our responses using 

specific quotations from the text to support our opinions.  

The children will have opportunities to engage in drama type 

activities such as hot seating and role playing in order to try to 

explore what is was like to experience the extreme conditions 

faced in the rainforest environment.  

The children will write explanations, non-chronological reports, 

persuasive texts, recounts and formal letters. We will read the 

book ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell and use this text to 

develop descriptive skills as well as progressing grammatical skills 

simultaneously.  

 

 

Knowledge and understanding 

of the world   
Through our topic sessions the following 

questions (and many more) will be 

answered… 

What are the types of forests that 

exist in the world and how are they 

similar and different? Where are the 

rainforests located across the world? 

What is the climate like in the 

rainforest? What are the layers of the 

rainforest and how are they unique? 

What is life like in the Amazon 

rainforest? How are rainforests 

changing and what is being done to 

protect them? What was life like for 

the Mayans? What did the Mayans 

believe in? How Mayan discoveries have 

influenced the world today? 

In Science, through many investigations, 

the children will learn about classifying 

and sorting animals based on their 

features, the development of the 

Linnaeus system of classification, the 

types of microorganisms, how some 

microorganisms can be harmful and 

completing descriptions of 

characteristics of organisms.  

 

Maths 

We will be revising the following areas in preparation 

for the end of year assessments and beyond: 

demonstrating an understanding of place value, 

including large numbers and decimals; solving problems 

using scaling; using formal methods to solve multi-step 

problems; recognising the relationship between 

fractions, decimals and percentages and expressing 

them as equivalent quantities; calculating using 

fractions, decimals or percentages; substituting values 

into a simple formula to solve problems (e.g. perimeter 

of a rectangle or area of a triangle); calculating with 

measures using both metric and imperial units; and 

using mathematical reasoning to find missing angles.  

In addition, we will also be applying all of our 

mathematical understanding to propose a financial plan 

for our Enterprise. 

Creative development 
In Computing the children will be learning to use 

and apply a range of digital literacy skills by using 

different software to create a story for Key 

Stage One.  

In Design Technology the children will create 

Mayan masks and use weaving techniques using 

textiles to make placemats in the Mayan style.  

In Music the children will compose music that 

reflects work done on Samba and free 

composition and use song composition as part of 

Radio project with Samba-based jingles and 

adverts.  

In Art the children will complete observational 

drawings and paintings influenced by the 

rainforest.  

Personal and Social Development 
The children will be discussing and learning 

about personal changes which we will address 

through our SRE lessons. We will also be doing 

work based on managing changes as we prepare 

the children for transitions towards moving up a 

year group and, in some cases, their new school.  

This term’s topic is: 

Rainforests  

and Mayans 
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